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Heritage House Awards Ceremony — Sunday, May 22
After a 2-year hiatus due to Covid restrictions, the Heritage Society invites you to 
attend the annual Heritage House Awards Ceremony on Sunday, May 22, at 2 
p.m. at Chautauqua Hall, corner of 16th and Central. There are 13 houses that 
will receive recognition this year, including 4 that will receive a bronze plaque.  
Categories include New Construction, Remodel/Addition, Preservation, and 
Commercial. Owners, architects, and contractors will be speaking about the 
process; some may offer helpful hints for anyone planning to build or remodel an 
existing house. Please join us for an interesting afternoon.  
(There is no admission fee.)

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 
FOR 2022 
It is that time of year to renew 
your membersh ip in the 
Heritage Society of Pacific 
Grove. Thank you to all who 
have already renewed. 

VISIT OUR BOOTH AT 
GOOD OLD DAYS 

The Heritage Society of Pacific Grove is a nonprofit organization formed in 1975 to foster an appreciation of the city’s historical 
and architectural resources through preservation activities and public education. The Heritage Society also works to encourage 
the preservation and restoration of the buildings that contribute to the beauty and unique character of Pacific Grove.
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We continue to work every week on our lighthouse.  It 
is like the Golden Gate Bridge: finish one thing then in 
a year or two go back and do the same thing over again.  
Our battle with “big blue” never ceases. 
As of the date of this writing plans are being put 
together to reopen the lighthouse to the public.  
However, no firm date has been set.  The City will 
make the final decision. 
If you drive by the site I hope you’ll notice that the 
scaffolding has been removed.  Our lantern room crew 
declared it OK for removal.  We are not done with the 
restoration of the tower quite yet but we are at a point 

where the scaffolding was not needed.  The Coast 
Guard crew recently completed the installation of an 
upgraded emergency light. The next step will be the 
fabrication of new stainless steel flashing, the 
installation of a new entry door onto the walkway, and 
the installation of the stainless steel vertical panels. 
Kudos should go to Lowell Northrop, Ken Hinshaw, 
Bob Bourke, and Ray Byrne for their fabulous, 
professional work on this lantern room restoration 
project. 
Dennis Tarmina, Chairman,  
Lighthouse Restoration Committee.

Gayle Riley 
Helen Gehringer 
Dennis Mar 
Carl and Donna Stewart 
Sonia Cook 
Susan Haines 
Nancy Iversen 
Rick Steres 

Marilyn Schultz 
Dennis Tarmina 
Jeanie Anton 
Judith Bolon 
Lisa and Tony Ciani 
Paul Finnegan,  
  in memory of Don Beals 
Todd Norgaard 

Terri Schaeffer,  
 in memory of Jeanne McCombs 
Nellie Ryder,  
 in memory of Don Beals 
Tracey Gibbons 
Lisa Maddalena, 
 in memory of Jeanne McCombs

Donor List

Karen Owen has led a very international life before 
landing permanently in Pacific Grove.  Her father was 
an Air Force pilot, stationed throughout Europe and 
the US during his career.  Each of his four daughters 
was born in a different country.  Karen, the oldest, was 
born in Germany and has lived in Italy, France, and 
various US states plus Washington, D.C. She came to 
Pacific Grove as a junior in high school, then attended 
MPC and San Diego State to study history and 
participate in a teaching program.  In 1971 she taught 
3rd grade in an American School in Teheran, and 
became interested in linguistics.  Returning to the US 
she studied for a Masters; the thesis “A Phonology and 
Orthography of Qashqai Turkish” is quite impressive, 
to say the least! 
She worked as director of admissions in the London 
campus of the International University of Europe.  
Gradually she shifted to tech writing and became the 
director of training of Penultimate, a software 
company in San Diego.  She truly was on the cutting 
edge of technology in the 80s, 90s and 2000s and as 
Chair of the Digital Technology Department for San 
Diego Mesa College established programs in 
Geographic Information Systems, Web Development, 
Multimedia, and Animation programs. The Navy in 

San Diego even used her 
expertise for their remote 
training programs. 
Karen says she has loved 
all her jobs and she loved 
t h e c h a l l e n g e s t h e y 
brought.   She is especially 
proud of her na t ional 
League for Innovation 
award in 1999 and the 
Ca l i fo rn ia Communi ty 
Co l l eges Chance l l o r ’s 
O f f i c e T e c h n o l o g y 
Leadership Award in 2003. 
In 2015 she attended her 50th Pacific Grove High 
School reunion and reacquainted with her high school 
sweetheart Misha Pavlov. They married a few years 
later and make their home in Pacific Grove. 
Karen loves hiking, baking, exploring the emerging 
technology of Augmented Reality and its artistic 
applications, and researching historical topics. 
Currently, she has just completed researching silk 
maps that were used by pilots in World War II, a 
tribute to her father who used his map to escape from 
the enemy when his plane went down in France.

Spotlight on Board Member Karen Owen

The Heritage Society would like to thank the following donors for their recent generous contributions:

Lighthouse Update
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Heritage Society Member James 
Newhall Smith was browsing at 
the Monterey County Waste 
Management Facility a few weeks 
ago when his eye caught this 
beauty … a blueprint in perfect 
condition, dated 1913, for an 
a m p h i t h e a t e r t o b e b u i l t 
somewhere in Pacific Grove.  
James says, “I was actually in the 
area where you dump the garbage 
where nothing survives long.  It 
gets run over, stepped on, or 
scooped up by that huge bucket 
loader.  It was near my truck while 
I was unloading so I took a 
chance.”  And we’ll never know 
who left it there!  Meanwhile, we 
know it was never built, but let us 
know if you can determine the site 
that was planned.  The document 
will be kept in our archives in the 
Barn and put on display at various 
events throughout the year. Stop 
by the Heritage Society’s booth for 
a viewing during Good Old Days.

DID YOU EVER WONDER…John Steinbeck wrote books about Cannery Row and Salinas Valley, but are there any Pacific 
Grove connection with Steinbeck?Find the answer at  the website’s Question of the Month www.pacificgroveheritage.org.
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Barn Project 
Board Members Steve Honegger and Mark Travaille are working on a display inside the Barn.  It will be a mock-up of a 
tent similar to those used when Pacific Grove was first settled in the late 1800s.  

A 1913 BLUEPRINT FOR AN AMPHITHEATER IN PACIFIC GROVE

Help Us Solve a Blueprint Mystery

PLAN OF THE FOREST THEATRE AT 
PACIFIC GROVE, CALIF. 
CAPACITY = 1500 
SCALE 1” = 10’  APR. 1913.

NOTE 
DRESSING ROOMS COULD BE BUILT IN 
SMALL TUNNELS CARRIED INTO THE 
BANK THUS HIDING THEM FROM VIEW

http://www.pacificgroveheritage.org
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Please consider supporting The Heritage Society’s 
preservation and public education activities by 
becoming a member. Membership with The Heritage 
Society offers free admission to all lecture series events, 
discounted prices on some Heritage Society produced 
materials and mailed newsletters. 
To become a member, sign up online with a credit card 
or Paypal at https://www.pacificgroveheritage.org/
get-involved/become-a-member/. Or send a check 
payable to  
The Heritage Society of Pacific Grove 
P.O. Box 1007, Pacific Grove, CA 93950.  

INDIVIDUAL $25, FAMILY $40, SENIOR (OVER 65) $20 

DID YOU KNOW?  

The Barn at Laurel and 17th in 
Pacific Grove, fondly known as 
“Ketcham’s Barn,” was built in 
1891 by H. C. Ketcham who used 
it to house animals. The property 
was purchased by the City in 1979 
and is now leased to the Heritage 
Society, who use the barn to 
house local museum articles.  

https://www.pacificgroveheritage.org/get-involved/become-a-member/
https://www.pacificgroveheritage.org/get-involved/become-a-member/
https://www.pacificgroveheritage.org/get-involved/become-a-member/
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