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Bathing Beauties with Mr. Muscles on Lovers Point Beach c1915. PHCV 85-078-0007

Among the Charles K. Tuttle photographs (1880s-1920s), is this photograph (c1900) 
that was gifted to Pat Hathaway by Tuttle’s daughter, Winifred Beaumont. It shows the 
park-like grounds in front of the Pacific Grove Hotel and the 500 block of Lighthouse 
Avenue.  PCHV 79-099-035 2

Pascal “Pat” Hathaway with “Doc” in Gig Harbor 2019. Photo Michael K. Hemp

This letter is to inform you, 
our much appreciated members, 
that we are alive and well. The 
Board has continued having our 
monthly meetings, at first with 
masks and proper separation 
in the Barn garden, and then 
virtually with Zoom. 

We are currently planning 
our fall events, which we hope 
will include a home tour, 
lecture(s), butterfly sanctuary 

blessing, and bird house contest, depending on the gathering restriction 
situations at the time.

Lately, we have been working on sorting and scanning over 40 
years of the collection the Society holds, including photos, documents, 
maps, postcards, and miscellaneous items that we will eventually make 
available to the public via our newly designed website that we hope to 
have completed in a couple of months.

We are collaborating with the Pacific Grove Library to digitize and 
make available all Pacific Grove newspapers from the 1880’s through the 
1930’s that are currently on microfilm.  

If you haven’t done so in a while, please visit the Barn garden and 
enjoy the fabulous work of Jeanie Anton and friends. It will make you 
smile!!!

Regards,

Steve Honegger
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For those of you who are old enough to remember the last of the 
bathhouse years, this will be a fond walk down memory lane, and 
for those who missed that time in the Grove – it will be a sweet 

story of the Grove when all things were possible. This story centers on 
Lovers Point when decades ago it met its zenith, and was teeming with 
people and activity – how Lovers Point once was Pacific Grove’s center to 
the town’s social activities. 

Before Our Time
The story begins 

as the coastline was 
found: tide pools 
scattered among the 
rocky coastline, rich 
with an abundance 
of creatures; where 
monarchs in 
the hundreds of 
thousands wintered 
in the thickly 
forested groves 
while wildlife lived 
beneath its canopy, 
and sparse were 
sandy beaches along 
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The Bathhouse Years at Lovers Point
By Dixie Layne with Pat Hathaway

The first bathhouse on Lovers Point, 1875, was nothing more 
than a wooden shack with cold water baths from the Bay. PHCV 

William Fielding “Bathhouse” Smith’s Lovers Point c1910.  PHCV 91-053-002

The second 
bathhouse 

sat atop the 
Caledonia 

Ravine 
c1882.

PHCV 82-059-
0004

the Bay’s shoreline. With the first Retreat Association encampment came 
change and the transformation of Lovers Point – from the construction 
of the first bathhouse in 1875, which was nothing more than a little 
brown wooden shack with its large tank that held the cold saltwater 
from the Bay before it was pumped into individual tubs for bathers. This 
“cramped, cold and decidedly inadequate bathhouse”, as Lucy McLane 
described it in her book titled, A Piney Paradise, was situated on Lovers 
Point where the Japanese Tea House and Garden were later constructed. 
This poorly constructed bathhouse had a short life.  

In 1882, the Pacific Improvement Company (PIC) built a larger 
bathhouse in the Caledonia Ravine that housed 22 dressing rooms and 
eight private cold saltwater baths. It was described in The Handbook 
of Monterey as, “conveniently placed in a small ravine on the verge of 
a beautiful little bay, whose sandy floor rivals in whiteness the marble 
of the Romans Baths.”  It took but a few years for this bathhouse to 
deteriorate, and by 1891, this second bathhouse was nothing more than 
a shell, and inappropriate for anyone who held the slightest modesty.  
It was when the local paper reported, “The arrangement called by that 



name (bathhouse) at 
present is a disgrace 
to the city, a disgrace 
to the owners, and a 
standing opportunity 
for Peeping Toms” 
that the opportunity 
was made for a new 
bathhouse.  

It was reported in the Pacific Grove Tribune that in 1893, that 
John Lucas Birks leased the land from the PIC and erected the third 
bathhouse - a frame building with dressing rooms for both surf bathers 
and tub bathers. It held 60 rooms for dressing and saltwater tub baths 
and offered both cold and hot saltwater baths, and a promenade with 
seats for people to rest after bathing. It was at this time that Birks went 
into partnership with Nathaniel Roscoe Sprague or more accurately, 
married into a partnership, but by 1894 Sprague dissolved his 
partnership with Birks and started his glass bottom boat business. 

Birks added both a windmill and a gasoline engine to pump the water 
from the bay to the tanks, which was heated by a furnace for the hot tub 
baths. He furnished bathing suits, towels, and even stockings for the 
women swimmers. Over the next several years Birks continued to make 
improvements to his enterprise. He blasted out some of the rocks near 

the bathhouse to improve upon the bathing beach and built a pier. He 
anchored a raft in the Bay for swimmers to swim to and dive from, and 
installed a lifeline that ran from a large rock on the beach to a rock at 
the end of the wooden pier. He added rooms to the bathhouse, improved 
upon the tubs, eventually secured the life line to a large cement pyramid, 
and installed a new furnace with galvanized pipes. Albeit with all these 
improvements, this bathhouse also quickly deteriorated. By the 1900’s, it 
was little more than a shack on the rocks being used as a dressing room.

It was with each iteration of the bathhouse there were improvements 
made to both the facilities and to the surrounding grounds and beach, 
but none so great as those made by William Fielding Smith. 

The “Bathhouse” Smith Years (1904 – 1913)  

Smith obtained the deed to 665 feet of coastal frontage on December 
29, 1903. This one act would change the history and the topography 
of the Cove for decades because in the deed were restrictions that 
required Smith to erect a bathhouse and bathing pavilion, boat houses, 
and appurtenances (otherwise known as accessories or trimmings) – 
basically, a beach resort with all the amenities.

The Birks’ old bathhouse was razed in March of 1904, and the new 
construction began 37 days later. Smith’s bathhouse opened on July 1, 
1904. It held 180 dressing rooms, 25 private rooms with porcelain tubs, 
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John Lucas Birks’ bathhouse constructed in 1893 offered both hot and cold baths. PHCV

A closer look at the bathhouse on the Caledonia Ravine c1882. 
PHCV 73-023-0003

Birks’ windmill 
and saltwater 

warming tanks 
on Lovers 

Point c 1895.
PHCV  

73-0045-0001

Smith’s growing 
complex 

with baths, 
two plunges, 
promenade, 

boat storage, 
photographer’s 

studio, movie 
house and 

Japanese tea 
house.

PHCV 72-017-0040



hot and cold showers, and a 45’x80’ heated plunge beneath a grand 
skylight. The plunge was surrounded by a 14 foot viewing gallery situated 
behind glass. There were two steam boilers used to heat the water; the 
plunge was kept at 83 degrees during the day hours and 84 degrees in the 
evening. Capacity was limited to 120 swimmers. The plunge was emptied 
and cleaned daily. Construction cost was $25,000.

By the end of 1905, 
boat storage was built 
in the basement and a 
staircase constructed 
for easy beach access. 
Through 1910, additional 
improvements to Smith’s 
venture included: 
addition to the spectators’ 
gallery; construction 
of the cement pier; 
excavation of granite to 
expand the beach and 

provide a place for a restaurant and amusement center (Casino) that 
was annexed to the bathhouse. There was also a Box Ball Alley court 
(5 pin bowling with a hard ball on a short alley) and a motion picture 
theater along with a platform for public dances added, however, the 
biggest change to Lovers Point was the addition of a Japanese Tea House 
and Garden with a new Lookout – and with that, the expansion was 
completed.  

The Japanese Tea House Garden was financed by Otosaburo Noda of 
Point Lobos whaling fame and constructed in1904 by Kohachi Handa 
in the Japanese tradition, using no metal nails.  It stood on Lovers Point 
until 1924.

The development of Lovers Point turned out to be such a grand 
project that Smith was from this time forward, forever known as 
“Bathhouse” Smith.

The Foster Years  (1913 - 1918)
Dr. Clarendon Atwood Foster 

acquired Smith’s beach resort 
company (Pacific Grove Beach 
Company) that included the whole 
of Smith’s bathhouse enterprise in 
1913. There remains a question as 
to whether he did so as an outright 
purchase or part of a real estate 
trade for a commercial building in 
Los Angeles at 3rd and Hill Street.  

During Foster’s tenure as 
owner of the Beach Company, he 
installed some new services and 
features, such as water slides into 
the pool, new bathing suit services, 
and created a new club room for 
young people. He also directed his 
energy into maintenance, which 
included installing new windows, 
painting both the interior and 
exterior of the buildings, adding 
more ventilators, and hot water 
faucets. He also made this a family and friends business by putting them 
in charge of the concessions – new candy stores, a beach grill, a shooting 
gallery, and penny arcade.
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The Casino interior, as the building housing a restaurant 
and amusement center was known c1910.
PHCV 85-009-00001

View of the 
merry-go-round 
from Lovers Point 
Park.
PHCV  80-017-050

Each winter before Smith extended the pier 
by 30 feet, the winter storms would cause 
major damage to the bathhouse. PHCV

Blasting out the rocks along the shoreline to 
create the sandy beach. 
PHCV 85-012-0029

Bathing beauties on the new sandy beach.
PHCV 85-078-0002



By 1917, Foster was ready to sell the Beach Company, which led 
the Chamber of Commerce to put together a PG Beach Company 
Committee so it could make a purchase offer on the behalf of the City. 
Counted among the Committee’s members was a virtual who’s who in 
Pacific Grove, including W.R. Holman, Dr. Hart, and T.A. Work, among 
others. They offered $40,000 for the complex but Mrs. Foster did not 
approve of the offer. Although the City of Pacific Grove was actively 
acquiring all the property on the ocean side of Oean View Boulevard the 
Fosters ultimately sold the business to James Edgar McDougall in 1918.

The McDougall Years (1918 – 1934)

next year the City filled a lawsuit 
against McDougall to condemn 
the bathhouse. This so angered 
McDougall, she built a fence 
around the complex with a gate that 
she locked, effectively denying the 
public access to Lovers Point and 
the beach. Pacific Grove resident, 
marine biologist, and activist 
Dr. Julia Platt contended that 
the original deed to the property 
assured the public would have 
access to the beach, and when 
McDougall would not heed the 
City’s demands, Platt re-opened 
the entrance by using axes, saws, 
files, and sledge hammers on it. The 
battle between Platt and McDougall 
for public access to the beach 
persisted for three years. Whenever 
McDougall would replace the gate 
and lock, Platt would remove it. Dr. Platt was elected mayor of Pacific 
Grove April 11, 1931, and served until 1933. Following two years of 
litigation and only after Sheldon L. Gilmer was elected mayor was an 
agreement reached – the city purchased the bathhouse and land at 
Lovers Point for $50,000. Within two months almost all the buildings, 
including the bathhouse, were removed from Lovers Point. July 1934 
marked the first time since 1875 that there was not a bathhouse or any 
buildings on Lovers Point.

Memories of the Plunge Years
Although the country had been plunged into a Great Depression, 

Pacific Grove had confidence in its ability to survive and grow through 
these, the worst of times. Expansion in the Grove during the 1930s 
included W.R. Holman adding a third story to his Holman’s Department 
Store in 1930, the City acquiring funding through the WPA to build a 
municipal ballpark on Seventeen Mile Drive at Pico Street in 1932, the 
dedication in 1938 of the new post office that was also built as part of the 
federal work program, and building the new Plunge that opened to great 
fanfare in 1935.  

After the City had paid $50,000 for the property and raised $30,000 
through a bond issue for improvements, they still needed more money 
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The plunge and auxiliary buildings were condemned in 1933 by the City of Pacific Grove.
PHCV 73-025-011

When Mattie McDougall would close the 
beach to public access, Julia Platt would 
re-open it. PHCV 73-025-011

The 16 years the McDougalls owned the bathhouse enterprise were 
complicated from start to finish, with little of note actually taking place 
on the property. 

The bathhouse company owned by the Fosters was purchased by J.H. 
McDougall Corporation, a Salinas family real estate corporation. After 
J.H. McDougall’s death and the estate was settled, his son James Earl 
McDougall and his wife Mattie inherited the premises commonly known 
as the Pacific Grove Bathhouse in 1922.  James died in 1923, and with 
that, Mattie McDougall inherited the bathhouse enterprise.  By the late 
1920s, the only privately held land at Lovers Point was the bathhouse 
owned by the McDougalls.

McDougall spent little money on maintenance and upkeep and 
by 1929, it was evident her patchwork repairs were not enough. The 



to build a new bathhouse. Mayor Gilmore suggested the pool would 
be named after anyone who would contribute $15,000 toward its 
construction. There were no takers.  So with some help from SERA (State 
Emergency Relief Administration), which was ultimately rolled into 
the federal work program (WPA), the city received what it needed to go 
forward.

With the razing of the old bathhouse and ancillary structures, the 
scrap lumber was given to the PG Relief Association for distribution to 
those in need, and some of the materials were salvaged and used in the 
construction of the new City Corporation Yard. 

At the August 1934 city council meeting plans were submitted by 
architects W.O. Raiguel and O.J. Ryland and adopted by council. The 
architects’ fee was $400. John Ethridge was named foreman of the 
bathhouse construction.

The original plans for the new Plunge called for an outdoor heated 
saltwater pool 120 feet long and 40 feet wide, with a depth of 2 ½ feet 
in the children’s pool to 8 ½ feet beneath the diving boards. The depth 
could be increased for racing and diving competitions. A promenade and 
observation platform were initially designed to begin at the west side, 
butting up to the bath house with changing and shower rooms. It would 
then run three quarters of the length of the south side of the Plunge, 
positioned against the cliff with an entry for spectators off 17th Street. 
(This explains why on the south side of the Plunge there was such a wide 
cement pad laid and remains to this day.) There was an octagon shaped 
boiler room and pump house with a tall chimney stack constructed 

on the north side of the Plunge. The design also called for a barrier 
surrounding the Plunge with seahorse sculptures atop it, but for lack of 
funding the barrier and the aforementioned promenade and observation 
platform were never built. The Plunge opened to great fanfare on June 
29, 1935. 

After the Chautauqua Assembly no longer met in Pacific Grove 
(1926), and before there was a Butterfly Pageant and Butterfly Parade 
(1939), a Feast of Lanterns that was more than a closing ceremony for 
another event (1958), or a Good Old Days faire (1957), Pacific Grove 
would hold an “Open House”, much like the California Spanish dons 
did and whose “our house is your house” entertaining is legendary. The 
first Open House in Pacific Grove was sponsored by the Chamber of 
Commerce in 1934 and was moderately successful; however, the 1935 
Open House to celebrate the opening of the Plunge was extraordinary.
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The outdoor saltwater plunge and dressing rooms opened in 1935 to great fanfare. 
PHCV 79-060-0009

To commemorate 
the opening of 
the plunge in 

1935, a Queen 
of the Beach was 

crowned. 
PHCV 74-050-0001

John Russell Sprague takes over his father’s glass bottom boat concession, 1948. 
PHCV 74-021-010



The Plunge at Lovers Point 
was condemned in 1972. The 
cement pool was broken into 
ruble and dumped off the pier. 
The restaurant that sat atop the 
bathhouse was renovated in 
1975 by David Bindel, who operated it as The Old Bath House restaurant 
until 2005. 

The Swan Boats were sent to dry-dock in 1978. The Chamber of 
Commerce attempted to revive the Swan Boat concession in 1979, but the 
venture lasted only six weeks – the boats were permanently dry-docked.  

The Snack Bar or The Grill, as it is known today, has seen many 
proprietors but continues to stand, serving a great beach burger.

Although the restaurant atop the bathhouse changed proprietors, 
and underwent many cosmetic changes, it remains a restaurant while 
beneath, where once was the bathhouse for the Plunge, there is now a 
café. 

Kevin Phillips renovated the building and renamed it The Beach 
House Restaurant in 2014, the same year the city was able to rebuild and 
open the kiddie pool thanks to an assist from resident Richard Stillwell 
and other generous local contributors. 

Invitations to this 
Open House were 
accepted by cities 
and towns from the 
San Joaquin and 
Sacramento valleys 
to those in the 
San Francisco and 
Monterey Bay areas. 
Some 3,000 visitors 
were expected. The 
diversity of the 

program to spotlight the new Lovers Point and Plunge were central to 
the interest. The three-day event included a free luncheon at the beach, 
golf, tennis, and night baseball games, dancing, boat races, swimming, 
band concerts, aquatic demonstrations by champions, a model home 
opening, and the closing event would be a Feast of Lanterns ceremony. 
Highlights of the weekend planned were the performance of a famous 
diving team at the Plunge, the crowning of the Queen of the Beach, and 
the dedication of the Plunge – all to great fanfare.

Plunge Renovation (1949) 
It was January 1949 

when the city council 
gave its approval for 
a new building to be 
constructed that would 
house the changing 
rooms and a restaurant 
built on the second floor. 
The new building was 
under construction by 
March 25 and completed 
June 25, for a cost 
of $47,180. The new 

bathhouse and restaurant’s grand opening was celebrated July 9, 1949 
with the opening of the PG Bath House Soda Fountain and Lunch Room. 

Unlike the dozens of concessions permitted on Lovers Point pre-1935, 
the only concessions allowed on Lovers Point in this new era were the 
Snack Bar in 1948, operated by Bert and Carol Walker, and the glass 
bottom boats taken over that same year by John Russell Sprague, when 
his father died.  
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Rozsi & Leon’s restaurant over the plunge changing rooms. 
PHCV 79-053-0001

The End of an Era

Swan boat in dry dock. 
Courtesy Becky DeSmet

Construction of the Bath House
Restaurant, 1975. 
PHCV 1975-09-0002

The saltwater plunge is no more.  PHCV

This story of the bathhouses that once stood on Pacific Grove’s 
Lovers Point for nearly 100 years was a collaborative effort. 
Dixie Layne wrote the story and Pat Hathaway illustrated it 
with photographs from his collection – California Views. Pat’s 
collection can be viewed on line at www.caviews.com.

Slats restaurant atop the changing rooms, 1966.
PHCV 1966-006-017
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1The minister’s pavilion photographed by C.W.J. Johnson the year before (1878) 
Chautauqua arrived at the Pacific Grove Retreat. It was the next year when Robert 

Louis Stevenson, on his way to the Point Pinos Lighthouse, happened upon the Retreat, and 
described it as an “open-air temple, with benches and sounding board.”  PHCV 79-069-006

2The Mammoth Stable on Laurel Avenue, with its main entrance opening onto Grand 
Avenue, was built by J.O. Johnson in 1884. Photographed in 1889 from the north side of 

Lighthouse Avenue.  PHCV 2000-023-0001

3On-going construction did not deter church-goers arriving for services at Pacific Grove’s 
Methodist Church in 1888.  PHCV 74-021-0001

4The construction of the Japanese Tea House and Gardens on Lovers Point was financed 
by Otosburo Noda on land William “Bathhouse” Smith provided in 1904. Noda hired 

Kohachi Honda and a team of craftsmen Honda brought over from Japan to build it in 
the Japanese style, using a tongue and groove method. The Tea House and Gardens were 
removed from Lovers Point after the City acquired ownership of the Lovers Point property, 
and required all buildings situated on the Point be removed, including Hopkins Marine 
Station. 

5The razing of Pacific Grove’s Methodist Church on Lighthouse Avenue in 1964, took place 
only after Elmarie Hurlbert Hyler Dyke left town for a short time. Proponents for the 

new church on Sunset Boulevard are said to claim this grand lady was infested with termites 
and beyond restoration. Photographed by Pat Hathaway.  PHCV 72-014-0004

6Margaret Tennant built the “Holiday House” (a retirement home for Episcopal and 
Methodist preachers) as a memorial to her beloved brother, John Tennant in 1899. It 

stood on Forest Avenue at Sinex, where Canterbury Woods now sits, until it was razed in 
1964.  Photograph by C.K. Tuttle, 1900

7Looking north up Main Street in the Chinese Fishing Village located on Cabrillo Point, 
Pacific Grove, circa 1903. Photograph by Abraham B Gunzendorfer.  PHCV 

8First Baptist Church located in Pacific Grove on Laurel Avenue at 6th Street, circa 1911. 
Built in 1909, it was central to the Monterey Peninsula’s Baptist community, and it is 

where the first chapter of the NAACP was formed in the region.  PHCV

9An elderly gentleman driving his 1926 Ford hit the wrong pedal and through Holman’s 
display window. The photo illustrates the result. This little flivver gave Holman’s some of 

the best publicity it had ever had. W.R. let it sit there for six weeks.  PHCV 81-061-0003

10Everett “Red” Williams opened his “Flying A” service station in 1934, on Lighthouse 
Avenue at Fountain Avenue (photo 1939). It was at Red’s service station that John 

Steinbeck setup his viewing position to watch the skater that went round and round the 
flagpole atop Holman’s department store. The experience and Red made it into Steinbeck’s 
novel, “Cannery Row.”  PHCV 83-006-0001

11Elk grazed near Point Pinos until they were relocated to Yosemite in 1920.  PHCV 
89-023-elk

12The Del Monte Express, circa 1910, steams along Pacific Grove’s rocky coastline, 
heading for the Pacific Grove Depot. PHCV 77-014-002

13“The Plunge” opened to great fanfare during the height of the Recession in 1935. A 
heated salt water pool filled with filtered water from the Bay was one of several WPA 

projects Pacific Grove’s city leaders were able to get funded through the country’s WPA 
program.  PHCV 93-079-006

14Holman Garage, 1920, was located in the very building that stands today on Fountain 
at Central Avenue. The showroom, where new Studebaker trucks and Durant 

automobiles were sold, faced Fountain with a gas pump out front. In the rear of the building 
off Grand Avenue was a full service mechanics garage.   PHCV 84-003-0005

15With over a thousand guests in attendance, the doors to Pacific Grove’s new post office 
were opened on October 8, 1938. This Spanish Colonial Revival style building has 

changed little over the years; the Victor Arnautoff WPA mural was added in 1941, and in 
1982, the downstairs boxes were added and the loading dock enlarged.  PHCV 81-041-0136

16The original “Butterfly Kids” danced at the first Butterfly Pageant held in the city 
municipal ballpark on Pico Street, 1939.  PHCV 2004-032-0004

17John Steinbeck and Ed Ricketts (right), arguably two of Pacific Grove’s most famous 
residents in Baja California with their hunting guides during their expedition to the 

Sea of Cortez aboard the Western Flyer.  PHCV 2010-017-002

18Bike rentals on Lovers Point provided an opportunity for these heroes a pleasant break 
from their WWII duties with a ride along Pacific Grove’s storied coastline, 1944. 

PHCV 2011-030-0004

19In typical Holman’s style, the occasion of a celebration often included parades, trains, 
music, and clowns. Participants gathered on this day at Red’s Flying “A” service 

station, across the street from Holman’s.  PHCV 11989-023-clowns

20W.R. Holman and Judge Richard Eldred join officers to watch a demonstration of 
their latest acquisition, radar equipment, 1956.  PHCV 84-003-0008

21Removal of the railroad tracks make way for the Recreation Trail along Pacific 
Grove’s rocky coast, 1983.  PHCV 1983-100-011

Visual History of Pacific Grove
The tens-of-thousands of photographs that Pat Hathaway spent a lifetime 

collecting tell a vivid story of California’s people, places, and events – particularly 
Pacific Grove’s. Without these images, the telling of its history could be filled 
with uncertainty, not to mention it would be much duller in the telling. When 
conflicting accounts of historical fact arose, it was often these images that resolved 
any questions. Perhaps that is why it is often said, “a picture is worth a thousand 
words.” 

Shortly before Pat’s death, the question of when and where the first bathhouse 
was erected in Pacific Grove was resolved. The answer is in this Board and Batten 
– with photographic evidence.  
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there.” His progression followed into the Army where he was first 
stationed in Vietnam in 1968 and then Alaska in 1969, where he ran the 
craft shop photography lab for leisure. During his tour of duty in Vietnam 
and Alaska, he carried his camera with him everywhere. After his service 
was complete in 1970, Hathaway came back to Pacific Grove and started 
looking for a job – and by happenstance, he came across Jan Josselyn who 
was getting rid of all her husband’s photographic “stuff ”. It was one of 
those take it all or nothing situations. Josselyn told him the museums or 
libraries weren’t interested in the collection, she was happy to hear he was 
interested in it. Hathaway took it all. 

Included in the “take it all” stuff were a collection of over 7,000 5x7 
inch glass  and film negatives that were photos of Monterey County taken 
over several decades by Lewis Josselyn, plus his photographic equipment. 
He made several prints of Josselyn’s work and hung the photos on his 
walls – “friends wanted copies and it snowballed from there.” This 
was the beginning of a long career for Hathaway as a photo collector, 
photographic historian, and archivist.  

It was at this same time that Hathaway also started working for the 
legendary Elmarie Hurlbert Hyler Dyke as her chauffer and helped her 
with various projects at the PG Art Center. A position that provided him 

Pat 
Hathaway, 

Vietnam 
1968, 

seated on a 
.50 caliber 
Browning 
machine 

gun.
PHCV

Moon over 
Monterey Bay, 
1930, is part of 

the Lewis Jos-
selyn collection 

that his wife 
gifted to Ha-

thaway in 1970 
along with all 

his photographic 
equipment – the 

collection that 
started it all. 

PHCV 71-001-0014 

California Views
The Pat Hathaway Collection

California’s History in Images

By Dixie Layne with Pat Hathaway

Pascal Hathaway, or Pat as he is known to friends and colleagues, has 
arguably one of the largest privately held collections of California 
photographs – 81,000 in total, of which 35,000 have been scanned 

at the highest resolution and are available as digital images.  Hathaway’s 
collection spans the 1800’s to present day, and primarily consists of 
photos from California’s Humboldt County to San Diego, and Yosemite 
– although his collection’s focus is coastal California from Marin County 
to Santa Barbara.

Hathaway’s interest in photography was inspired by a 12th birthday 
gift he received – a Kodak Brownie camera, which is part of a larger 
collection of cameras that lines the shelves in his home, along with 
hundreds of prints that adorn his walls and are meticulously filed in 
cabinets and bins that have taken over two rooms in his Pacific Grove 
home. Hathaway acquired his first professional camera when he was in 
high school, and became the yearbook staff photographer in his junior 
and senior years while Mr. Bruce Henderson was the yearbook advisor. 

When asked what came next, he simply says, “I progressed from 

The Cove at Lovers Point, 1907, is part of the Charles K. Tuttle collection that was gifted him 
in 1972 by his daughter, Winifred Tuttle Beaumont.  This photo was taken during the Wil-
liam Fielding “Bathhouse” Smith years, which were arguably the pinnacle of Lovers Point’s 
development. PHCV 72-008-091



California Mission photos from the Edgar A. 
Cohen collection gifted to Hathaway by Cohen’s 
children displayed at the Manresa Gallery 
in San Francisco. Hathaway stands with his 
photos at the exhibit, 2011. PHCV 14-022-0002

Point Pinos Lighthouse, c1880 from the 
C.W.J. Johnson collection gifted to Hathaway 
by Johnson’s children, 1982.  PHCV 82-48-1

Winifred Tuttle, 1905, in a photo taken by 
her father, C.K. Tuttle. She was Pacific Grove’s 
first telephone operator, who ran the tele-
phone exchange in a back room at her father’s 
Pacific Grove drugstore. PHCV  72-008
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70 photographers’ work for whom 
he has at least 50 images or more, 
and another 1,000 photographers 
whose collections he posses is less 
than 50 images each.  

Hathaway kept his studio in the 
PG Art Center for 15 years, where 
during this time he kept expanding 
his studio into adjoining studios, 
and even after acquiring Elmarie’s 
storage space in the PG Art Center, 
he realized he had outgrown it 
and relocated CA Views to New 
Monterey in 1985.  He later moved 
his studio back to Pacfic Grove, and 
finally to Monterey on Pacific Street 
where he remained until 2015, 
when it felt like it was time for him 
to downsize his retail operation. 
He had a small showroom on 
Cannery Row in the Antique 
Mall until recently, and now his 
primary business location is a 21st 
century virtual showroom on the 
internet – which is open 24/7, 
address: www.CaViews.com. Some 
20,000 photographs are housed 
on Hathaway’s website, organized 
by location. Copies of all his 
photographs are for sale through 
his website.

Over the years Hathaway’s 
collection has been shown in a 
number of galleries and used to 
decorate the walls of restaurants, 
hotels, and other businesses. His 
first show was hung at the offices of 
the Carmel Pine Cone, his biggest 
show was at the PG Art Center in 
1973, and there have many others 
since then.  Today you can find his 
photographs adorning the walls 
of many Pacific Grove businesses, 
including The Beach House at 
Lovers Point, Victorian Corner, 
and Monterey Bay Aquarium. His 

an insight into the business end of 
the art world and a position he was 
happy to hold until her death in 
1981. During this same time period, 
Hathaway opened a studio in the 
PG Art Center, right next door to 
Elmarie’s studio. 

It was 1971, when the Herald 
did a story on Hathaway and his 
photographic collection – and this 
story was the catalyst for people 
seeking Hathaway out to give him 
their collections. It was also what led 
Hathaway to start browsing through 
old phone books to help him track 
down photographers who weren’t 
working or living any longer in an 
attempt to acquire their collections. 
When Hathaway asked if they would 
like to donate or sell their work to 

him for his collection, “well, they were just happy someone wanted their 
work.”  Hathaway muses, “I have no idea how much stuff went to the 
dump before I came along.”

Beyond the Josselyn collection Hathaway took possession of in 1970, 
he was gifted with a collection of photographs of Yosemite, Pacific Grove, 
the early California Missions, and the aftermath of the 1906 earthquake 
all taken by Edgar A. Cohen from 1890 through the 1920’s. A.C. Heidrick 
(b.187 –d.1955) took panoramic photographs from 1907 through 1940, 
and his children gifted those photos, happily, to Hathaway.  

Hathaway was acquainted with Charles K. Tuttle’s (b.1859-d.1939) 
daughter, Winifred Beaumont, and when she began to distribute her 
father’s photos to various organizations in the early 1970s she gave 

Hathaway a collection 
of his photos taken 
from 1880 through the 
1920’s.  Hathaway also 
received C.W.J. Johnson’s 
(b.1833-d.1903) photo 
collection that consisted 
primarily of images of 
the Peninsula from 1880 
to1903. 

Hathaway’s collection 
consists of, in total, some 

Hathaway stands proudly with his mentor, 
Elmarie Hurlbert Hyler Dyke, 1973, at the 
opening of his first exhibit at the PG Art 
Center.  PHCV 73-032-0118

Southern Pacific train station in Pacific Grove, with 
photographer A.C. Heidrick and his automobile to its 
right.  PHCV 14-022-0002



Just before 
Hathaway’s death he 
had developed an 
interest in tracing 
his own genealogy, 
and has since learned 
quite a bit about the 
generations of his 
family who have lived 
in Pacific Grove for 
nearly 150 years. Before 
he died he discovered 
his great grandparents Marcus D. and Alice Hyde once lived at 148 Forest 
Avenue, about 1890 – although the house was moved to David Avenue 
in the 1920’s. He also found that he had a relative, a great grandfather, 
stationed at the Presidio of Monterey in 1902; one Lt. Charles Emery 
Hathaway, who was one of the white officers in charge of a company of 
Buffalo Soldiers stationed there. 

Inspired by the results of his Ancestry DNA test, Hathaway began 
to use his great collection of photographs and vintage publications to 
research his own Pacific Grove roots. He had planned to create another 
of his wonderful 
pictographic 
books on his 
family’s Pacific 
Grove genealogy. 
Hathaway’s 
collection continues 
to be available 
through his website, 
www.CaViews.com, 
where images can 
be viewed on and 
purchased. Proceeds 
go to Pat’s estate.
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Pat Hathaway was a special friend of The Heritage Society of Pacific Grove. He 
generously shared his collection of photographs, historical reference materials, 
and vast knowledge of local history with us. This story about how Pat came to hold 
such an important collection was originally written in 2018 by Dixie with Pat 
at the request of Patricia Hamilton for her book, “Life in Pacific Grove, volume 
2”, and updated for this publication. Currently, Pat’s collection of images is still 
available on his website, www.CaViews.com. As of June 16, 2021, the plans are to 
honor Pat’s wishes, by gifting his entire collection intact to The Bancroft Library – 
University of California Berkeley and making it available to the public.

Home of Hathaway’s grandfather, Marcus D. Hyde, 1898, that 
was located at 148 Forest Avenue. Photographer was C.W.J. 
Johnson.  PHCV 72-017-0047

Dairy Cattle that once roamed the Pinehurst estate in the 
early 1900’s.  PHCV 77-003

photographs can also be found 
around the Peninsula in any 
number of hotels, restaurants, and 
businesses.  If you ever find yourself 
admiring photographs of California 
vintage scenes, there is a good 
chance they are from the Hathaway 
California Views collection.

One of the most interesting parts 
of Hathaway’s vast knowledge about 
the visual history of California is 
that until recently he was not all 
that interested in his own family’s 
history – he knew he had been born 
in Paris, to French parents. His 
father had been reported dead and 
after the war Pat’s mother married a 
U.S. Army officer who adopted Pat.  
Pat and his mother moved with his 
adoptive father to Fort Ord where 
he was Deputy Post Commander 

from 1956 to 1958.  The Hathaway’s moved to Pacific Grove when his 
adoptive father retired from military service; Pat was just 9. The same 
year the Hathaway family moved to Pacific Grove his adoptive father 
was asked to be a judge for the first Feast of Lanterns’ Miss Pacific Grove 
pageant. 

Hathaway’s paternal grandmother, Mary Hyde Hathaway lived in 
Carmel and told Hathaway stories of her playing in the early 1900’s on 

the grounds of what is now 
called the LaPorte Mansion 
on Lighthouse Avenue. She 
told him how there were 
no other houses around, 
just a dairy farm. Hathaway 
also remembers visiting his 
great Aunt Polly (Patricia 
Hardwick Smith), a widow, 
who lived at 609 Gibson 
Avenue.  She had been 
married to E. Cooke Smith, 
who owned E. Cooke Smith 
Bank in Pacific Grove, which 

was located on the corner 
of Lighthouse at Forest 
Avenues where the Chase 
Bank now stands.

Pat Hathaway among the many file cabinets 
filled with his treasures at the PG At Center, 
1981.

The Pinehurst Mansion, 1909, from the Edgar 
A. Cohen Collection. Today it is more commonly 
referred to as the LaPorte Mansion that is located on 
Lighthouse Avenue at 17 Mile Drive.  PHCV  77-003-0620
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By Patrick J. Lovejoy

In 1959 my family moved back 
to the peninsula from Carmel 
Valley and rented a house in 

P.G.  I was the new kid in school 
in Mrs. Borcher’s 4th grade class 
at Lighthouse Elementary. At 
recess, standing alone near the 
handball court, I was approached 
by a shy kid who offered to 
show me a beautifully detailed 
French lead soldier. He said his 
name was Pascal. He told me 

his mother was French and she had married an army colonel who was 
not his real father. Pascal invited me to come over to his house to meet his 
mother, Joelle, and see his collections. His mother was a beautiful woman, 
personable and kind with a lovely French accent. She clearly loved Pascal. 
His step-father was grumpy and solitary. I didn’t like him.

Pascal had more than a collection of lead soldiers. There were matchbox 
toys, rocks, coins, stamps and shells, all arranged neatly on display 
shelves and desktops. He knew everything about them: their names; their 
history; where they came from. I was amazed at his knowledge. I asked 
where he got the idea for such a display and off we went to the “mvsevm”, 
which became a regular stop for us on what would become the constant 
exploration of our local world. We loved the ultraviolet-light rock display 
and spent hours looking at the large underwater reef display that took up 
the center of the upstairs room. Thus began a friendship that endured for 
62 years. 

Pat, as he was called for short, had a beautiful maroon J.C. Higgens 
bike. We rode all over town, stopping to look at the tide pools for 
anemones and previously unseen life forms. We frequented the butterfly 
trees, searched second hand stores for old stamps, and regularly went to 
BofA to swap rolls of coins, through which we searched for steelies and 
Indian head pennies, buffalo nickels, liberty dimes, quarters, and fifty cent 
pieces.

Within a year, fraternal twins Pat and Paul Peterson moved to P.G. 
All four of us became fast friends: “three Pats and a Paul” we called 
ourselves, but for clarity, we continued to call him Pascal.  As we became 
more adventuresome, we began riding our bikes through Pebble Beach to 
Pascal’s Grandmother’s house in Carmel, usually arriving just in time for 
lunch. On other days we would ride along the coast and through Cannery 
Row to Monterey.

Remembering my friend – the collector

Reuniting on Cannery Row at the dedication of 
Coseault’s Ed Ricketts sculpture
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We spent a lot of time in the dunes from Pico Avenue to Moss Beach, 
exploring for horned lizards, legless lizards and sliding on cardboard boxes 
down the steep dunes that once existed where Spanish Bay Links are now.

In 1962, my family moved to Marina. Pat and the Petersons went to 
P.G. High. Given the school work, and too young to get a driver’s license, 
we drifted apart, only to see each other occasionally. I went to college 
in Santa Cruz, started a career, bought property and Pat went to Viet 
Nam where he still found time for his camera. On his way back home he 
was wounded by a sniper’s shot as he walked the tarmac to leave on the 
chopper to Germany. He was also exposed to Agent Orange.

Pat’s and my paths crossed again at the dedication of Ed Ricketts 
Bust on Drake St. I started dropping into his studio on Pacific Avenue in 
Monterey, where we would reminisce, look at all the wonderful photos he 
had collected and talk about our lives. Four years ago I returned to PG and 
we started to see each other more often. He never lost his gentle kindness. 
On a recent lunch together at Favaloro’s, I told him he was the first kid 
who was kind to me in P.G. (other than my cousins), and I thanked him 
for that. 

Patrick Lovejoy’s 
13th birthday 

celebration with the 
“gang”, 1962. 
L to R Patrick 
Lovejoy,  Pat 

Peterson, Paul 
Peterson, Pat 

Hathaway

My Pat Hathaway
By Michael Kenneth Hemp

In late 1979, I came to Monterey to work on pre-press production of 
Gary Ibsen’s “Adventures in Dining” and ended up taking over its 
publication from Big Sur to Menlo Park. I soon met Pat Hathaway 

whose historic archival images seemed everywhere in the Peninsula’s 
banks, markets, offices, businesses, schools, and homes. 

Pat was easy to know. A little Introverted. Kind. Quiet. Those who 
knew him well enjoyed a rare depth of friendship that required nothing 
but honest kindness in return. Pat’s friends also know of his interest and 



patience with everyone who visited 
his studios, much the way it was said 
of Ed Ricketts in his Lab on Ocean 
View Avenue. 

That is not Pat’s only parallel 
with Ed Ricketts. That has been my 
experience since we joined in 1983 
to create our history of Old Ocean 
View Avenue, and the four editions 
since. In many ways he shared 
some of the same qualities with 
Ed Ricketts that Steinbeck extolled 
and that his friends and colleagues 
felt—in addition to his genuine 
kindness and obvious dedication to 
his passion for images of importance 
to untold thousands. Pat also leaves 

his own legacy as an especially 
important and talented photographer 

of countless cultural events and locations on his beloved Central Coast and 
beyond. He was especially interested in our advanced development of the 
many connections becoming recognized between the Monterey Peninsula 
and the maritime Pacific Northwest. Pat spent summers of his youth at 
Hoodsport, Washington—where Ed Ricketts spent most springs and 
summers of the 1930s developing and honing his presentation of Ecology 
in “Between Pacific Tides” published by Stanford University press in 
1939. Pat was to visit me here again in Gig Harbor this fall to continue in 
person our unshakeable dedication to the Monterey and Pacific Northwest 
legacies of Ed Ricketts and the Western Flyer. He will still be with me.

I feel sure that for those that loved him and knew Pat well it is a feeling 
very much like that felt by those who knew Ed Ricketts experienced on 
Ed’s death after the Del Monte Express collision with his car on Cannery 
Row in 1948. Sudden, heartbreaking, breath-stealing loss. With no 
goodbyes. 

 When devoted friends could not reach Pat by phone an ominous dread 
set in. When officers of the Pacific Grove Police Department were called 
they broke the sad news with especially heartfelt sorrow, knowing the 
depth and breadth of the news of Pat’s passing would ensue. 

Pat’s service to his “home town” of Pacific Grove is legend, as is his 
support for Steinbeck and Ricketts studies, his contributions to numberless 
Cannery Row Foundation tours of Ed Ricketts’ Lab and Cannery Row 
Foundation events. Pat served many years as a board member of the 
Cannery Row Foundation to which he contributed great energy and 
devotion. I share his tragic loss with all of his wonderful friends.
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Pat Hathaway visiting Michael Hemp in Gig 
Harbor with “Doc” 2019

 THE HERITAGE SOCIETY
OF PACIFIC GROVE

What your membership and event
participation makes possible …

• MEMBER & COMMUNITY EVENTS •

• FUNDRAISERS •
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